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Workshop “Fit for UROP“ 

This workshop will be held at the beginning of the stay and 
is specifically designed for young (student) researchers. It will 
familiarize them with research processes in general (best practi-
ces) and in Germany in particular in order to prepare the stu-
dents in an optimal manner for their research internship. 

Buddy Program

The International Office runs a parallel “buddy program”. Eve-
ry UROP participant will be assigned a student from RWTH 
Aachen University as a “buddy”, who serves as the student’s 
direct person of contact for questions concerning student life in 
Aachen and everyday matters.

Timetable

Fees

Students are responsible for their travel and accommodation 
costs as well as insurance fees and living expenses. During the 
program, participants are enrolled as RWTH Aachen University 
students in order to receive a state-wide rail and bus pass and 
access to campus facilities (sporting, library); the cost of this is 
approximately € 230. UROP International is otherwise program 
fee free! 

Scholarships

UROP International is offering 60 research placements! In addi-
tion, 30 scholarships will be awarded to students with an out-
standing academic record (subject to a GPA of 3.2 or higher 
and a letter of recommendation). Scholarships are primarily re-
served for students from partner universities. The scholarships 

will amount to € 1,850 covering the basic living expenses 
during their stay abroad. Students will be notified whether they 
have been considered for a scholarship by the end of February.
 

Academic Recognition

The program awards certificates for the research experience, the 
German language class and the additional workshops. Students 
should confirm the academic recognition of the program with 
their home university before applying.

Program Admission Requirements

• Undergraduate student status at the time of application
• GPA of 3.2 or higher
• Student of a North American university with US or Canadian 
   citizenship or permanent resident status
• Submission of letter of recommendation from supervisor at 
   home university, resume, letter of motivation, academic trans-
   cript and a document confirming current and future enrollment

Program Dates and Application Procedure

The program takes place annually starting in the 21st calendar 
week and ending with the 30th calendar week. 

Annual application deadline:
January 31st.

Registration via online database: students choose their projects 
of interest from a list of projects published on the program’s web-
site and apply for two of them. 

 

Contact 

Torsten Blut, M.A.
Director, UROP
RWTH Aachen University
International Office
Templergraben 57, D-52062 Aachen
Phone: +49-(0)241-80 90695
Fax: +49-(0)241-80 92662
Email: urop@rwth-aachen.de
www.urop-germany.de
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A ten-week Research Summer 
School for US and Canadian Students 
at RWTH Aachen University

week 1 week 2 week 3  .... week 10

Intensive Language Training 
(20 hours per week)

Language Training 
(6 hours per week)

Project Work
(full time, ~35 hours per week)

Field Trips, 
Leisure Activities, 

Excursions

morning 
hours

afternoon/ 
evening 



About UROP  

The Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program at RWTH 
Aachen University fosters research partnerships between qua-
lified undergraduates from top US and Canadian universities 
and research faculty at our university. 

The program is specifically designed for students who wish to 
attain hands-on experience in fundamental research at one of 
the top universities of science and technology worldwide. 
UROP International offers undergraduate students the unique 
chance to conduct their own research project, thus actively ex-
periencing what research is like at an early stage of their acade-
mic career. While pursuing their projects, students are mento-
red and supervised by a member of the excellent research staff 
of the host institute at RWTH Aachen University. 

Besides obtaining research experience, the students participa-
te in German language training and workshops on intercultural 
and research-related issues. Leisure activities complete their 
international experience in Germany. 
With UROP, students strengthen their (extra-)curricular and in-
tercultural skills and competences, while building up their own 
network with professional researchers and learning about fu-
ture career perspectives.

About RWTH Aachen University

RWTH Aachen University is among the top academic institu-
tions of science and engineering in Germany and worldwide. It 
offers research opportunities in all different fields, e.g. science, 
engineering, information technology, economics, medicine or 
humanities. Because of its more than 40,000 enrolled students, 
Aachen is a real “student” city with a lot of charm and a truly 
international atmosphere, located in the heart of Europe. 

Program Overview

The program‘s duration is ten weeks. The first two weeks are 
dedicated to an intensive German language course and an in-
troduction to research and culture. Weeks 3 to 10 are settled 
around the research internship in one of the departments of 
RWTH Aachen University. Leisure activities will be offered to 
ensure the students’ integration and exposure to German cul-
ture and the international community on campus.
All communication will be in English.

Upon successful completion of the program, students will re-
ceive a certificate for both their research project and the lan-
guage class. The entire program is coordinated by the Interna-
tional Office of RWTH Aachen University, which will assist the 
students in all administrative matters.
Due to the huge success of the UROP International program, 
RWTH is extending the number of research placements availa-
ble. Now up to 60 students can take part in the program!

German Language Course

Prior knowledge of German is not required for program admis-
sion. However, the language class is an integral part of the pro-
gram and every student is obliged to take part in the German 
course. Students are only admitted to their research projects 
after successful participation in the intensive course during the 
first two weeks (20 hrs/week). 
Students will continue to learn German while carrying out their 
project, though with a reduced number of hours (6 hrs / week). 
Students with prior German knowledge will be placed in clas-
ses according to their language skills: up to four courses on 
different levels will be offered. 

Research Project

Projects are offered in all different kinds of research fields. The 
current list of projects that are open for application can be 
found on the program’s website at: 
www.urop-germany.de 
Interested students should check back regularly, as the data-
base is updated on a daily basis. A UROP project is an in-
dependent research project and usually constitutes one part 
within a larger research project. Students will therefore become 
part of an established research team. The workload comprises 
eight weeks of full-time project work. The results of the projects 
have to be presented by writing a short research paper and at 
the UROP Colloquium that concludes the program. 

“Thanks for organizing a great program! I will be heading back 
to the States at the end of July as a changed individual. This 
project is a huge step for me because I’m still so early in my 
undergraduate career.“  

Laura-Ann Chin, University of Arizona

“I would absolutely recommend this program. It is a great way 
to learn about a new culture, language and develop excellent 
research skills.“ 

Jaimie Sarrault, University of Michigan

Discover the World of Research - 
Start in Germany!

“It was an excellent experience, with the combined research 
project, German language classes, and various planned group 
activities that went beyond the extent of most other internatio-
nal internships.“ 

Christine Lai, Princeton University

“It’s a unique experience to see research and another culture in 
a foreign country. Plus, Aachen is in a great location and has a 
good student lifestyle.“ 

Jennifer Boyd, N.C. State University


